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SUMMARY

...................................................................... 1 CORINTHIANS



First Corinthians is a letter from the apostle
Paul to the people of the church in Corinth
(Greece) in or around A.D. 49-52. These were
people he knew well! He had lived and served
among them for about ayear and a half. During
that time, God called many people to faith in
Jesus, and a church was formed. Paul worked
affectionately with the Corinthians like a father
with his children. He taught them everything
he could about God’s ways. Eventually, though,
he headed off to the next city to spread the
good news about Jesus.

Probably a year and a half later, Paul began
to get reports that things weren't going so
well in Corinth. The church members were
fighting with each other and putting each
other down. They were doing things they used
to do in their pre-Christian lives when they still
worshipped idols.

Paul sat down to write. What we call 1
Corinthians is actually his second letter to
them (there may have even been morel) Like a
good father, he tried to show them the things
they were doing or thinking that were hurtful
or wrong. Then he helped them see how the
gospel (the good news about Jesus) affected
every area in which they were struggling.
Sometimes what they were saying they
believed and what they were doing with their
lives didn't match.

God has made us new from the inside out, so
everything we do matters! Paul wanted them
to be restored to the full goodness of what it
means to belong to Christ. It was important
for them and for the sake of those outside the
church who were watching.




As you think about Corinth, picture a big,
bustling city. It was kind of like a New York or
Los Angeles in its day. The city was wealthy
and fancy and full of important temples to
other gods (idols).

Devotion to these false gods was a big part of
what made the city’'s culture (and its money).
It was common to go to the market and
find meat that had been part of a temple
sacrifice! Yikes!

In his letter, Paul reminded the Corinthian
Christians that those “gods” weren't real; they
were just statues. There's only one true God!
But the people in the city still believed in and
served the false gods! The sorts of things they
did in their service were often really bad. Many
of the Corinthian Christians had been a part of
those things before they met Jesus.




Paul talks to his friends about two big
categories in their lives: their compromises
with evil (and worshipping idols) and the sin
that crept into their relationships with others
in God's family (the church).

Here are some of the things you'll hear about
in this letter:

1. Unity--God REALLY wants His family to be
known for its love—not for bickering about
who's the most important!

2. Considering others’ needs—even when
it means losing some of our privileges. In
this case, Paul was talking about eating
meat that had been sacrificed to idols
(false gods). You'll learn more about that
as you read 1 Corinthians!

3. Showing respect for others and keeping
order in worship-- Paul reminded them to
think of each other and take turns when
sharing a message from God.

4. Not letting evil grow in the church. Sin is

like a contagious sickness or like yeast in
bread dough—it tends to spread, and it
has to be removed.

The resurrection—Paul reminded them to
hold tightly to the truth that one day we
really are going to be raised from the dead
just like Jesus! That's our hope and our
anchor in life’'s worst storms!

Highlights!

When you get to Chapter 13, you might
recognize it! It's one of the most famous
parts of the whole Bible! In it, Paul talks
to his friends about what real love looks
like. He placed it right after a conversation
about how they all belong to each other
like parts of a body (chapter 12). God wants
His family to be known for its love!

Even though God inspired Paul to write these words to the Corinthians, they're for us, too! We
also need reminders to think of others in God’s family first—to be peaceful and kind and to show

honor to each other.

Also, like the Corinthians, we live in a culture that embraces many different religions or gods.
Most people might not have statues they worship, but we're all tempted to serve something
other than God: money, power, achievement, being the best, being popular, etc.

1 Corinthians reminds us that God has made us holy, and our actions should match what He's

made us to be.

1 Corinthians 15 shows us our real hope—Jesus died so that we could LIVE forever with Him.
If we belong to the Lord, then He'll raise us to be with Him one day! We'll have new
bodies! We'll enjoy eating, walking, talking, playing, loving others, and worshipping
Jesus in the new Heavens and the new Earth. Death will be a thing of the past
forever! That was the hope for the Corinthians, and it's our hope, too! Knowing our
future hope shapes how we live now. It gives us courage, strength, and endurance

to obey God when it's hard!




Paul is a man that God used to start many

churches you'll read about in the New

Testament. In fact, thirteen of the New
Testament books are letters that Paul wrote
(often along with his co-workers) to those
churches. He wrote words of encouragement,
instruction, correction, and comfort for times

when they suffered.

Paul was probably just a few years younger
than Jesus. He grew up in a big city called
Tarsus (in modern-day Turkey). It was one
of the intellectual hot spots of its day. Paul's
family was Jewish, so he learned the Scriptures
(at that time, the Old Testament) from a very
young age. He could likely recite parts of it by
the time he was five!

Paul was very serious about the traditions of
Judaism (that's another word for the Jewish
religion). So, he went through training with
one of the top rabbis of his day: Gamaliel. (In
Acts 5, you can read the story of how God used
Gamaliel's influential wisdom to rescue some
of the disciples from death!) Paul likely moved
to Jerusalem when he was only 13 to study
with his famous teacher.

Paul rose through the ranks really quickly. He
tells us in Philippians 3, Acts 22, and Galatians
1 that he was advancing faster than his
classmates because of his zeal. He became
a Pharisee like his teacher. The Pharisees
were a special group within Judaism that
emphasized religious purity and keeping the
Law (the first five books of the Old Testament).

It's very possible that Paul was in Jerusalem

when Jesus was tried and crucified, and it's
very likely that he agreed (at that time) with
what happened. How do we know? 1) Paul
was a Pharisee, and most of the Pharisees
(mistakenly) felt that Jesus wasn't keeping
the laws of Judaism! They thought He was
leading the people astray. It seems that
what the Pharisees were actually bothered
by was losing control. Many people were
believing in Jesus and not listening to them
anymore! Jesus was a threat to their power. 2)
When the church began to meet after Jesus’
resurrection, there's a sad story (in Acts 7)
about a man named Stephen who was killed
by the same Jewish supreme court that had
sentenced Jesus to die. Who does it say stood
by and held their coats so they could Kill
Stephen? A young man named “Saul.” Saul
was Paul's Hebrew name. Paul was his Greek/
Roman name. It was common in those days
for people to have both. Acts 8:1 tells us Saul
approved of Stephen’s death.

After Stephen’s death, Paul began to hunt
down the Christians to try to stop them from
worshipping Jesus—even if that meant doing
them physical harm. It seems he thought he
was serving God. But as he was on his way
to Damascus to find the Christians there,
Jesus stopped Paul dead in his tracks! (Acts
9). Jesus blinded Paul for a time with a bright
light and asked him why he was persecuting
Him (harming and harassing Him for spiritual
reasons). In a flash, Paul understood that Jesus
really is God! He also realized
that the Church is God's family
and that when they hurt, He
hurts!




As the story goes on, we find out that God has
chosen Paul to carry the message of Jesus,
the true God, to the Gentiles (those who aren't
Jews). The kind of Judaism that Paul had
grown up with didn’'t approve of associating
with Gentiles. So, it was quite a surprise to
EVERYBODY when Paul
Christ (and eventually serve the Gentiles).

began to follow

Many didn't believe his faith was real. They
were scared of him. But within days, God was
using Paul's knowledge of the Old Testament
to persuade others of the truth about Jesus in
the Scriptures!

God took all the parts of Paul's background: his
training in the Old Testament Law, his Roman
citizenship (which came with privileges and
protections he would need along the way),
the zeal (enthusiasm) of his heart, and even
his training as a tent-maker to advance the
gospel (the good news about Jesus). From
then on, Paul served, loved, and lived for Jesus.

Paul's life was often full of danger and suffering
(like being shipwrecked, beaten, stoned,
thrown in prison, insulted, and chased out of
town)—but it was also full of the glory and
privilege of seeing God work! God used Paul to
perform miracles like healing people and even
raising someone from the dead! It was God's
power that did these amazing things, but Paul

got a front-row seat!

God used him to parent many people
spiritually. He told them about God's love,
coached them in their new faith, wrote them
letters with important encouragement and
instruction, and trained and appointed many
of the church’s early leaders! God gave Paul
both boldness and kindness. He was brave,
focused on others and his God-given task, and
a beloved friend to many. You can read about

some of the scenes of Paul’s life in the book of
Acts. His story is intertwined with the story of
the Church and the gospel.

How did Paul die? Though the New Testament
doesn't tell us exactly, it seems that Paul was
executed in Rome shortly after he wrote 2
Timothy. He was likely in his early 60’s. He was
probably about 30 when Jesus stopped him
on the road to Damascus and called him to
faith. So, Paul walked with Jesus in this life for
almost 30 years.

What did Paul look like? We don't really know,
but he's traditionally portrayed as a little bit
short, balding, bow-legged, and with a bit of a
crooked or long nose.

One thing is for sure! God used this man to do
mighty things, and we'll get to meet him one
day in Jesus' presence!







1 CORINTHIANS

' FAMILY READING PLAN

O Chapteh | O Chapleh §
A Call To Unity And God'’'s Wisdom Compared With Thinking Of Others First
Man's Wisdom
O Chapler 9
O Claapwu 2 Paul: Setting An Example For Self-Giving Service
Only The Holy Spirit Can Give Real Spiritual Wisdom Toward Others
O Chapleh 3 O Chapleh, 10
How Leaders Stand Before God And Words About The Lessons Of History For The Present Life Of Faith
Worldliness
O Chapleh 1
O Claapwu 4 Outward Signs Of Spiritual Realities
The Importance Of Following Leaders Who Really
Follow Christ O Chup‘[@}], 12

An important note for parents: chapters 5-7
contain instructions regarding sexual ethics.
You will want to read those sections ahead of
time so that you can plan, particularly if your
children are young. The entries below tread
very lightly on the subject.

O Chapleh 5
Consequences For Sin (So That Mercy Can
Come After)

O Chapler 6
Living Differently Because Of Our Connection
With God

O Chapleh ¥
Instructions (And Advice) For Married And
Unmarried People

How God's Family (The Church) Is Like A Body With
Many Parts

O Cuagier 13

What Love Looks Like

O Chapleh 14
Respecting Each Other As The Church Gathers
For Worship

O Chagleh 15

Resurrection: The Anchor Of Our Hope

O Cagleh 16

Closing Greetings And Taking Up A Collection
For Others
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